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The question for debate 1s, "o-
golved, That our grandfathers wrote
better than we and that we write
better than our grandchildren will.™

In other words, the affirmative
slde of this question would have us
believe writing Js a lost art, and
they had o betlter system in the
gooll old dayvs when the children
studled the “Three R's” and sat on
a alab In the old log school house
with its puncheon floors and with
& teacher who “larned by lickin’."

The man chosen to debate the
negative slde of thls question s
H. B. Lehman, a pupll of the old
school, who learned to write under
the Instruction of P. R. Spencer,
the man who first presented n sys
tematic method of penmanship for
usoe in the public schoole

Although Lehman learned under
one of the told-tlme teachers, hoe Is
linked to the present in that he s
teaching penmanship at
High School, He 15 author of sev-
eral standard works on penman-
ehlp and I3 considered one of tha
moat skillful and efficient teachers
in the country,

On this page we are presenting
photegraphlc coples of a letter writ-
ten by P. R. Spencer, representing
the old school, and a copy of the
same letter written by Lehman to
show the style ot penmanship now
taught One I8 no better than the
other. The Spencer style Is slight-
Iy different In the formation of
gome of the letters and in the shad-
ing, but In general appearance is
the same.

Lehman has been chosen to pre-
sent the negative side of this qlues-
tion because he Is right I1n the
teaching harness. He agrecs with
the affirmative In their conlention
that the best penmanship of o gen-
eration ago I8 as good as |t ean he,
but he 8 equally emphatic in stat-
Ing that the best penmanship of
today Is just as good.

The affirmative side of the ques-
tion is not given much spoce here
because thelr arguments are fa-
miliar with everyone, Anvone wlsh-
I5h to hear the arguments of the af-
firmative all over agaln needs only
to go to the nearest crosg-roads store
where at least one of the men as-
eembled will be able to dilate on
the excollent penimmanshlp of the
days gone Ly,

“Mr. President, Honorable Judges,
Ladies and Gentlemen,” |s Mr. Leh-
man's style of beginning the de-
fense of the question. I am will-
ing to admit the affirmative is right

in many things, but I contend there
are more good writers today than
there were In the good old davs,
which Is ehlefly due to the fact that
school authorities sre now provid-
ing speclal instruction In the grades
end In the high schools,

“One trouble with many wrilers
of the present timoe {5 they write

Central

OCDEN  [ITAH. SATITRDAY OCTORER 1

1914"

THE STANDARD MAGAZINE SECTION OGDEN, UTAH, OCTOBER, 24, 1914.

L
7.

o 2.
TS0 Gz.f,ét‘wyﬁz; @7’.’; (

YAy N
4L VM/MWI%/W/WW
O ////{W

Aeslirrrorrec2d

/M%%WM gz - |
et ’

A s 0
Cleser /@,ﬁﬂ/«é’/ﬁm&d" /£70.

@%//JJWW
Y/

&’f

.‘.‘/

£

L

L L I P e —

too rapldly and do not consider the

fpct that there s a speed beyond
which writing cannot be good. An-
other Lrouble Is that mwany teach-

erd, ns the affirmative has already
shown you, do not know the funda-
mental principles of writing, there-
fore they are not capalile of teach-
ing children. ©One other trouble
which rulned many otherwise good
frenmen §3 the change In writing
aystoms,
INDIVIDUALITY IMPORTANT
HANDWRITING FEATURE,
“Formerly everyone wrote with
# slapt, which wrlting was based
upon the elipse as the unit of let.
ter construction Then came some
bonlk publishing companies with the
theory that the perfeot clrele should

form the besale of letior construcs
ton from which evolved the Vér-
tieal band, Rapid adoptions wers

made and for & Lime nearly evory
lnrge city and a number of States
used the vertleal system, but the
merits clalmed by the publishers
digd not manifost Itself and within
a short time the svstem was dis-
caprded, Individunlity In  hand-
writing which I8 a safeguard in the
transaction of business with banks
and opther business institutions in
signing commercial paners,  ete,,
finds i natural resource In the slant

Fystem of wriling, while the Ver-
tical style was an easy prey for
signature forgers.

“School authoritles soon learned

that for good commercial reasons
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ara started with the same motlon

“Flourishing In writing is not
noecessnry It makes a page look
well, but It takes toa much time for
the average penman, Shading 18

not important in writlng. That is
the only thing we have dropped
from the teachings of the writing

experts of the gooil old daysa,

“The typewriter is taking away
much of the work of the penman,
but there |& still much work for
which penmen are needed. In book-

keeping they have not found n ma-
chine to take the place of the pen.

Men who employ bookkeepers ask
two things of thelr applicanta. One
iz, ‘Let me see o sample of vour

writing.! The other question refers
to the spead An employer wants
his bhooks taken care of rapidly, but
when jt comes (o o question of
spead and writing I am sure the one
who Is a fine writer has the first
rhance at the position If his speed
I= moderately good.

“If one helleves the handwriting
of today i= lesg Jegible than that of
our f[orefathers, let him examinas
the penmanship of those who have
wone Lefore. Bome of the signers
of the Declaration of Independence

wrolte a hand that can hardly be
made ougt. In that doy there weras
many good writers, but we have

Edvam:

the children are taught the funda-
mental principles of penmanship

“The purpose of teaching good
writing In the schools is two-fold
Every person likes to write well. It
is of use o him in carrying on his
personal correspondence and he
takes pride in It In a cominercial
way and It Is Important for him to
be a good penman If he would hold
a positlon as a bookkeeper or a
clerk.

“"Business men In employving
clerks want men and women who
can write well and they inslst on It
more than any other roquisite. They
not only want a page they can read
readlly. They want a page that
will look nice. No one can acqulire
a good hoandwriting without the
fundamentals of peomanship

“The pupll must not be taught

It would be negcessary
acaln to the slant system of writ-

to change

ing. In order to accomplish this
transition without rulning the writ-
ing of the children the Semi-slant
wis next introduced,

“Now we are returning to the
former style of writing which s
naturally easy to acquire, conse-
quently those who learned the semi-
slant did not have their writing
hopelessly spoiled.

to simply follow the copy, If he does
that he la likely lo draw his letters
like an artlst draws a pleture. Hea
must first learn the fundamentils
of penmanship. He must learn mo-
tion and he must learn just how
many apaces high and wide each
letter is. Any system which does
not group the letters according lo
the underlying elements which gov-
ern their progressive construction
Is wrong He must learn for In-
stance that the small 1, b, h, and k

“While I admit many rchildren
Were discouraged by the changing
of their mystem of penmanship, I
=till contend that the changes left
Eome good writers. But I have the
greatest of hopes for the future,
Penmanship (g now taught better
than sver before. That I8 particu-
larly true in the cities whera there
are writing supervisors who make
it their business to ses that the

teachers become baetter penmen and

them taday and will have more of
them in the future,

I am zind we are returning to
the old-rfashloned style of esvstem-
atic writing In the publie =chools
again.'”

Indian Land Sale,

A milllon and a quarter acres of
Fovernment land are heing adver-
tised by the Federal Government for
eale at publle outery at  various
county seat towns The lands are
In the Choctaw and Chickazaw nn-
tion.  Sale Liegins November 3, and
ends December 2, 1814,

The lundg are timber apg SeRTe-
gated ®oal lands The surfaco of
the conl lnnds ara ) the very bast
lands In OKlahoma. They are di-
vided Into small tracts suitable to
the home bullder and are to be sold
for one-fourth cash; the gecond one-
fourth in one year, the balance to
be parid In one Year at 5 per cent
interest, making It possibla for any
person to get a home, direct from
the Federal Goy ernment, insuring a
perfect title Most of the tracts are
the very best of farming lands, all
being near towns, in sight of rall-
roads and smoke staeks from the
mines whers large payrolls are
malntained. Large sections of the
land are all well watered, belng In

~ H. B. Lehman Says “No,”
and Presents a Sample
Own Writing to
Show the System Now

Taught in
the Public
Schools

Is Equal to

Any

U!"PI-I![ left, P. . Spencer of

the ol school of penman-

ship. At top Is sample of
his pemmnanship, written twenty-
four yenrs ngo and a good example
of the best peamanship of a period
daung from before the Civil Wm
to twenty years ago. The letlers
of his signnture are made with con-
siderable of a fMourlsh and are
heavlly shaded. Upper right, H.
B. Lehman, Lower center, sample
of his peomanship, showing best
handwriting of the present time
and illusteating what Is taught in
the public schools, There is slight
difference In the formntion of emall
letters. The greatest differcnce Is
in the formationm of the capltals,

Below, n school boy learning (o
write. Extreme left of  page,
Thomns Jefferson amdl a copy of

the concluding words of the Decla-
ration of Independence, which was
written by him with a quilh

Jefferson wns the most rapid
penman in the Colonies, His sig-
nature can be found near the cen-
ter of the group of signatures he-
low the Declaration. Few of the
names are well written, but they
doubtiess show the writing ability
of the Revolutlonary perlod. Low-
er left 18 portealt of Gen, U, S,
Grant, and n copy of hils letter
written to the Commander at Fort
Donelson  demanding immedlate
and unconditional surrender.
Grant's penmanship ecan be taken
ns a type of the Civil War pertod.
A distinet type of handwriting is
that of Thomas A. Edlson. His
portrait Is shown at the lower left
corner of the group, together with
his very legible style of hamdwrit-
Ing.

that portien of the State having
abundant ralnfall. In Coal County
and other places artesian water s

in abundance.

The =ale will begin at Stigler and
end at Ardmore. There will be ap-
proximately 385,000 acres =old in
4.166 tracts and divided as follows:
ITuskell County, 43,000 acres; Le-
Flore county, 138,000 acres, Latimer
44,000 acres; Plttshurg
County 8%,000 acres; Atoka County,
25,000 ncres; Coal County, 40,000
neres,

In additlon some unsold tracts In
Pushmatanha, Jefferson Pontotoe,
Johnston, Murray and Carter Coun-
tles, as well as about 1,000 000 acres
of timber lands in McCurtain, Plitta-
burg, Lotimer, Pushmataha and
Choctaw  Countles, will be =o0ld,
Thousand: of people will probably
nttend the sale from Indiana, IlI-
nols, Towa, Kansas, Nabraska, Xen-
tucky and other States. Rallroads
will probably announce a very low
rate for homeseekers who will at-
tend the sale, The lands will be ex-
tensively advertised by the govern-
ment, also by the rallroads and an
association of many towns has been
organized to advertise locally the
Innde that are ndjacent. An organ-
fzation to advertise the sale in Coal
County Is helng perfected by Boone
Willlams of Lehigh, who has been
president of the association that has
worlked for years to bring about the
sale,

Much of the land i2 improved and
Improvements will be sald with the
land. Il is estimated that the land
will produce $3.000,000 annually In
farm products and will contribute
materlally to the taxable values of
the countles nand of the State.

County,

To Teach Perfection,

Miss TFlorence R Gilpin, a
Charlestown, Mass,, girl, has gone
to New Orleans toe teach the belles
of that city how they may become
“perfect 36's.”"

She graduated from a school of
phyglcal training In loston  last
June, JIn the South she will have
charge of the gymnastic work at the
¥o A5 LAl

“Phe Winged Victory.” a perfect
/R ‘36" as the world has ever known,
is the standard she has taken as her

model for New Orleans girls to
measurs up to
In her capacity as physleal In-

structor Miss Gllpin expects to have
the streeta of New Orleans soon
filled with the most perfect women
that the clty hag ever known.

New Orleans girls aren't especial-
ly strong on athletica, and from all
Accounts the pretty Charlestown girl
has plenty of work cut out for her,
She savs the girls there don't walk
correctly, stand correctly or dance
carrectly.

But all this will soon be changed.
Dancing is to play a blg part in her
scheme of things, not the modern
one-step, but folk-dancing, which
she says Is much better for physical
development,

Swimming will help too, ang af
for fencing, Miss Gilpln is an adept
at that art, and this Is supposed o
put the fNnishing touches on beaut|-
fication of New Orleans girls.
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